Celebrating
50 Years
of MCA Pride!

November 27, 2007

=i

WHAT DOES
BEING AN MCA
MEAN TO YOU?

“a tremendous sense of accomplishment”
“recognition & reward”
“A GREAT TRIBE”

“many years of enduring friendships with some of the best
arborists and people anyone could wish 1o know™

“increased credibility, greater trust,
improved safety, career growth & confidence”
“puts me on a level with the best arborists in the world”
making an effon 1o become involved and stay Involved in my beloved career

“represents a major achievement in my professional life®

“KNOWLEDGE. SKILL, EXPERIENCE & PROFESSIONALISM™

“to be part of a great organization made strong by
dedicated volunteers™

“being recognized as one of the best”
“it is an honor to be pan of this prestigious organization™
“taking care and pride in managing one of our
Mt Precious assets — frees”
“inspires me to work every day toward a higher standard”
FRIENDS & RESOURCES THAT | WOULD OTHERWISE BE WITHOUT

" T “a cool club” |
dedication to

my craft”

“A SENSE OF PRIDE"
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Original MCAs — 1960

MCA Pride was abundant when MAA welcomed back members of the original

MCA program: Seated

() Don Costin, Al Dodge, Gordon King, Bob Mead,

and Joe Brine, Standing (-r): Jim Abusamrg, MAA president; Dan Mayey, MAA past president; Dan Towse, Henry Davis, and Al Nix,

In 1960, the MAA published their first consumermarketing brochure entitled “Anyone can climb a tree, but....” The brochure
featured cartoon renditions of a “housewife” from that era, bedecked in her pearl necklace and high heels, perched on the branch
of a tree; struggling to prune a tee with a pair of sewing scissors; and atternpting to “feed” a tree warm soup with a spoon.

The first official list of MCAs was published in the 1960 brochure — the narnes that appear in bold attended the Novernber 27

annual meeting;

AMHEERST
Robert H. Davis, Buildings & Grounds, Inc.

ANDOVEER
Philip Busby, Town Hall
James Buss, Buss Tree Service
Albert R. Retelle, Dodge Associates, Inc.

ABLINGTON
“illiam Rae, Frost & Higgins Co.
John Bell, Frost & Higgins Co.
Eoy Keene, Frest & Higgins Co.
Richard Robbins, Frost & Higgins Co.
Truman L. Robbine, Frost & Higgins Co.

ASHLAND
Edward Maley, Cedar Lawn Tree Service
Alvin E. Nix, Cedar Lawn Tree Service

page 4 MAA NEWS / Winter 2008

EEDECED
Joseph Brine, Brine’s Tree Service
Robert Mead, Mead Bros. Tree Service

CAMEBRIDGE
Wilfred Wheeler, Jr, Bartlett Tree Expert Co.

COCHITUATE
Fern Taylor, Taylor & Cox
AE Doty, Taylor & Cox

EASTHAMETON
H.A Mathieu, H A Mathieu Tree Co.

EAST ORLEANS
Emile Ollivier

FALL EIVEE
Arthur Robidoux, City Hall
Harold G. Rohinson, Robinson’s Tree Service

HAMNOVER
Robert E. Huntley, Huntley Tree Service
Philip Huntley, Huntley Tree Service

HOLDEN
John H. Matis, Matis Tree Service

MANCHESTER.
Karl E Amalia, Amalia Tree Surgeons
George A Grover Amalia Tree Surgeons

MEDFIELD
Ellis M. Allen, Allen Tree Experts

NEEDHAM
Henry Davis III, Lowden Tree Specialists
Brooks Bamron, Lowden Tree Specialists
Ralph Leighton, Lowden Tree Specialists
Francis . Townsend, Lowden Tree Specialists
E.D. Lowden, Consultant
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MCA PRIDE

Celebrating 50 Years of MCA Pride

The MAA proudly celebrates a halt-century of the MCA program. The first MCA
examn was administered on February 13, 1958 at the Waltham Field Station of the
University of Massachusetts. By 1960, a list of 25 MCA-certilied arborists was pub-
lished in a consumer-marketing brochure. Since then, the ranks of Massachusetts tree
care professionals carrying the MCA designation have swelled to more than 800.

The history

Since the early 1930s, the MAA has supported the business growth of tree care
professionals throughout the stare. By the 1050s, MAA members came to believe
certification was necessary to promote the preservation and care of trees, to protect
consumers and to establish tree care standards in the Commonwealth. The repeated
defeat of a proposed bill to license arborists in Massachusetts precipitated the launch
of the MCA program. A special meeting of the MAA executive commitlee was held in
December 1956 to sanction the development ol a voluntary certification program —
and the rest, as they say, is history.

The exam

The first MCA examination consisted of 100 written questions compiled by scientists
at the Waltham Field Station and the University of Massachuserts. It also included

a practical field component. Today’s MCA candidates prepare for the exam using
comprehensive, electronic study material and must pass an intensive 200-question
test including extensive tree, insect and disease identification, as well as in-depth
problem solving case studies. To maintain their MCA designation, arborists must also
accumulate five continuing education credits each calendar year

The tradition

Thanks to the forethought of the MAA leadership of the late 1950s, the MCA
program is a vibrant part of today’s wee care profession. Certification indicates a
commitment to an arborist’s career and demonstrates knowledge and professionalism
in the industry.
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NEWTON HIGHLANDS

WE. Lupien, Lupien Tree Service

SOUTH DARTMOUTH

Edward M. Munsen, Jr, Munson

The members involved with the
development of the original MCA
program were the 1956 MAA
executive committee:

Robert E. Huntley, President
Joseph Brine
B.L. Brittain
Henry Davis 111
John Dulfy
Henry Gilbertson
C.L. Halvorson
WE. Lupien
WE. MacQuinn

With assistance from the
following members:
Karl Amalia
Prof. Clifford Charer
Prol. Gordon King
Daniel Warren, Jr.

In April 1957, the following members
were officially elected (by secret
ballot) to serve on the first MCA

Examining Committee:

Albert Dodge
Gordon Hixon

Doug Lowden
Waldo E. Lupien

The original exam questions
were prepared by:

Prof. Clifford Chater {entomology)
Prof. Gordon King (arboriculrure)

Henry Gilbertson (pathology)

Certification fees 1958:



